
EVERGREEN COMMUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

Course: US History I 
Grade: 8 
 

8.5 Reading Informational Text 
Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with 
focus on textual evidence. 

8.6 Writing 
Students write for different purposes and audiences. Students write clear and focused text to convey a well-defined perspective and appropriate content. 

 
 

 

PA Core Standards/Assessment Anchors Methods/Materials/Evaluation Objectives 

 
CC.8.5.8.A - I 
 
CC.8.6.8.A – I 
 
5.1.9.B 
5.2.8.A 
5.2.8.C 
7.1.8.A 
7.1.8.B 
7.3.8.A 
7.4.8.A 
7.4.8.B 
 
8.1.U.B 
8.1.U.C 
8.1.8.A 
8.1.8.B 
8.1.8.C 
8.2.8.A 
8.2.8.C 
8.2.8.D 
8.3.8.A 
8.3.8.C 
8.3.8.D 
 
 

 
Methods: 
 

• Class participation 
• Workbook exercises 
• Instructional games 
• Computer activities 
• Outdoor activities 
• Notetaking 
• Mapping 
• Field Trips 
• Research & reports 
 

 
Resources: 

 
Texts:  The American Nation, Prentice Hall, 1998. 
              National Geographic Perspective on American 

History. 
 

• Teacher developed materials 
• Computer software 
• Audio visual materials 
• Primary Source Documents 

 
Evaluation: 
 

• Quizzes and tests 
• Class participation 
• Homework 
• Notebooks 
• Projects 
• Report 

 
 Unit 1 – A Meeting of Different Worlds 

 
Objectives: 
  
Students will: 

• Explain the importance of studying geography in 
relation with history 

• Explain and apply the five themes of geography 
• Demonstrate an understanding of map skills 
• Explain what factors influence the4 climate of 

North and South America 
• Explain the concept of culture as an adaptation to 

environment 
• Distinguish between the various cultures in the 

western hemisphere 
• Examine the impact of Europeans on native 

cultures 
• Explain the Columbian Exchange 
• Compare and contrast the major reasons for 

settlement by the major European powers in the 
New World (English, French, Dutch, Spanish) and 
locate and describe their major areas of 
settlement 

• Describe the impact of European colonization on 
Native American civilization 

• Analyze the political, cultural and social growth of 
the English colonies 

• Use a variety of resources to analyze colonial 
society in North America 

• Analyze and explain the major components of 
economic life in Colonial America 
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PA Core Standards/Assessment Anchors Methods/Materials/Evaluation Objectives 

 
CC.8.5.8.A - I 
 
CC.8.6.8.A – I 
 
5.1.9.A 
5.1.9.B 
5.1.9.C 
5.1.9.D 
5.3.9.A 
5.3.9.F 
5.3.9.G 
5.3.9.I 
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8.1.U.B 
8.1.U.C 
8.1.8.A 
8.1.8.B 
8.1.8.C 
8.3.8.A 
8.3.8.B 
8.3.8.C 
8.3.8.D 
 
 

 
Methods: 
 

• Class participation 
• Workbook exercises 
• Instructional games 
• Computer activities 
• Outdoor activities 
• Notetaking 
• Mapping 
• Field Trips 
• Research & reports 
 

 
Resources: 

 
Texts:  The American Nation, Prentice Hall, 1998. 
              National Geographic Perspective on American 

History. 
 

• Teacher developed materials 
• Computer software 
• Audio visual materials 

 
Evaluation: 
 

• Quizzes and tests 
• Class participation 
• Homework 
• Notebooks 
• Projects 
• Reports 
• Oral presentations 

 
 Unit 2 – From Revolution to Republic 

                 The Constitution 
 
Objectives: 
  
Students will: 

• Analyze and explain the causes of the American 
Revolution 

• Describe and interpret the key elements affecting 
the direction of the war and contributing to the 
American victory 

• Discuss and evaluate the influences that the new 
nation’s many different groups had on reforming 
American society 

• Analyze and discuss the influences that a diverse 
population had on the formation of new 
institutions, practices and theories of government 

• Analyze and examine the revolutionary 
aspirations of enslaved and free African 
Americans, the reformers’ calls for the abolition of 
slavery during the revolution, and the gradual 
post-revolutionary abolition of slavery in the 
Northern states 

• Analyze and discuss the influence of a diverse 
population on the outcome of the war and the 
formation of a new government 

 
Constitution Objectives: 
 
Students will: 

 
• Explain why states wanted written constitutions 
• Describe the problems the US faced under the 

Articles of Confederation 
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 • Analyze the land ordinance of 1785 and 1787 in 
terms of distribution & extension of democracy 

• Identify the leaders and summarize the events of 
the Constitutional Convention 

• Explain the five basic principles of the 
Constitution that safeguard our liberties 

• Describe how the national government helps to 
unify the nation by examining the goals of the 
Constitution found in the Preamble 

• Compare the terms, requirements and duties of 
the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of 
the federal or national governments 

• Explain how the constitution can be amended or 
formally changed 

• Examine and discuss the first ten amendments 
• Identify the roles of the President 
• Describe how the US Supreme court determines 

constitutionality and unconstitutionality of laws 
passed by the states and national government 

• Define the responsibilities of citizens and national 
voting requirements 
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PA Core Standards/Assessment Anchors Methods/Materials/Evaluation Objectives 

 
CC.8.5.8.A - I 
 
CC.8.6.8.A – I 
 
5.1.9.A 
5.1.9.B 
5.1.9.C 
5.1.9.D 
5.2.8.C 
5.3.8.J 
5.3.9.A 
5.3.9.F 
5.3.9.G 
5.3.9.I 
5.3.9.J 
5.4.8.A 
5.4.8.B 
6.3.8.D 
6.4.8.A 
6.4.8.B 
6.4.8.D 
7.3.8.A 
7.4.8.A 
 
8.1.U.B 
8.1.U.C 
8.1.8.A 
8.1.8.B 
8.3.8.A 
8.3.8.B 
8.3.8.C 
8.3.8.D 
 

 
Methods: 
 

• Class participation 
• Workbook exercises 
• Instructional games 
• Computer activities 
• Outdoor activities 
• Notetaking 
• Mapping 
• Field Trips 
• Research & reports 
• Debate 

 
Resources: 

 
Texts:  The American Nation, Prentice Hall, 1998. 
               
 

• Teacher developed materials 
• Computer software 
• Audio visual materials 

 
Evaluation: 
 

• Quizzes and tests 
• Class participation 
• Homework 
• Notebooks 
• Projects 
• Reports 
• Oral presentations 

 

 
 Unit 3 – The New Republic 

 
Objectives: 
  
Students will: 

• Explain the significance of the various precedents 
set by President Washington 

• Analyze Washington’s viewpoint on political and 
foreign affairs as discussed I his Farewell Address 

• Compare and contrast the philosophies of the 
Federalist and Republican parties as expressed by 
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson 

• Identify and discuss some of the key foreign and 
domestic problems facing Washington and Adams 
during their terms as Presidents 

• Describe the physical growth and internal 
development of the US during the period 
following the American Revolution 

 
• Explain the development of the Supreme Court’s 

powers and significance from 1789-1820 
• Determine why the Election of 1800 is considered 

a landmark in American history 
• Compare and contrast Jefferson’s views on the 

role of government before and after his election 
and provide examples to substantiate conclusions 

• Analyze the Louisiana Purchase in terms of 
constitutional implications and the nation’s 
potential 

• Investigate the causes of the War of 1812 and 
draw conclusions on its political, economic, and 
social impact on the nation 

 
• Identify the inventions and inventors that helped 
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 start the Industrial Revolution 
• Explain the impact that the textile industry had in 

the US 
• Describe life in the Lowell mills 
• Explain the causes and effects of the Industrial 

Revolution in the US 
• Examine the development of the different types of 

transportation and assess the impact they had on 
the different regions of the US in terms of growth 
and development 

• Determine the factors that promoted the “Era of 
Good Feelings” 

• Explain how congress helped American industry 
after the War of 1812 

• Analyze and discuss the major impact of the 
Monroe Doctrine of the US in the 19th century 
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PA Core Standards/Assessment Anchors Methods/Materials/Evaluation Objectives 

 
CC.8.5.8.A - I 
 
CC.8.6.8.A – I 
 
5.1.9.A 
5.1.9.B 
5.1.9.C 
5.1.9.D 
5.2.8.A 
5.2.8.B 
5.2.8.C 
5.2.8.D 
5.3.8.G 
5.3.8.H 
5.3.8.I 
5.3.8.J 
5.3.9.A 
5.3.9.F 
5.3.9.G 
5.3.9.I 
5.3.9.J 
5.4.8.A 
5.4.8.B 
6.3.8.D 
6.4.8.A 
6.4.8.B 
6.4.8.D 
7.1.8.B 
7.3.8.A 
7.4.8.A 
7.4.8.B 
 
8.1.U.B 

 
Methods: 
 

• Class participation 
• Workbook exercises 
• Instructional games 
• Computer activities 
• Outdoor activities 
• Notetaking 
• Mapping 
• Field Trips 
• Research & reports 
• Debate 

 
Resources: 

 
Texts:  The American Nation, Prentice Hall, 1998. 
              National Geographic Perspective on American  

History 
               

• Teacher developed materials 
• Computer software 
• Audio visual materials 
• Primary Sources 

 
Evaluation: 
 

• Quizzes and tests 
• Class participation 
• Homework 
• Notebooks 
• Projects 
• Reports 

 
 Unit 4 – An Expanding Nation 

 
Objectives: 
  
Students will: 

• Identify and analyze the major political, economic 
and social issues and events of the age of Andrew 
Jackson 

• Define key historical terms and relate them to 
major Pennsylvania and Unites States events 

 
• Identify the first American settlers in the Oregon 

country 
• Compare the reasons why people move west 

today with those who moved to the Oregon 
country in the 1800’s 

• Describe the hardships travelers faced on the 
Oregon Trail 

• Identify the reasons for Americans first 
settlements in Texas and describe how the Texans 
won their independence 

• Recognize the reasons why the fate of the 
Republic of Texas was important to the US in the 
1800’s 

• Describe how the Spanish treated Native 
Americans in California 

• Identify the first white settlers in the west and the 
reasons for settlements 

• Explain what Americans meant by the term 
Manifest Destiny 

• Examine how Oregon became part of the US 
• Determine the causes and effects of the Mexican 

American War 
• Describe how Spanish and Native American 
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8.1.U.C 
8.1.8.A 
8.1.8.B 
8.3.8.A 
8.3.8.B 
8.3.8.C 
8.3.8.D 
 
 

• Oral presentations 
 

cultures influenced Americans 
• Explain why the Mormons settled in Utah 
• Analyze how the Gold Rush changed life in 

California 
• Examine the causes and effects of the Westward 

Movement from 1820-1860 
 

• Identify the inventions that promoted growth in 
the Northern economy 

• Determine the impact of industrialization on 
Northern society 

• Explain why the South was known as the Cotton 
Kingdom 

• Compare and contrast the class structure in the 
antebellum South 
 

• Identify and describe the major reform 
movements of the early 1800’s including: 
Women’s Rights, Anti-Slavery Movement, Prison 
Reform, Public Education 
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PA Core Standards/Assessment Anchors Methods/Materials/Evaluation Objectives 

 
CC.8.5.8.A - I 
 
CC.8.6.8.A – I 
 
5.1.9.C 
5.3.9.G 
6.4.8.B 
7.3.8.A 
 
8.1.U.B 
8.1.U.C 
8.1.8.A 
8.1.8.B 
8.3.8.A 
8.3.8.B 
8.3.8.C 
8.3.8.D 
 
 

 

Methods: 
• Class participation 
• Workbook exercises 
• Instructional games 
• Computer activities 
• Outdoor activities 
• Notetaking 
• Mapping 
• Field Trips 
• Research & reports 
• Debate 

 

Resources: 
Texts:  The American Nation, Prentice Hall, 1998.       

• Teacher developed materials 
• Computer software 
• Audio visual materials 
• Primary Sources 
• Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe 

 

Evaluation: 
• Quizzes and tests 
• Class participation 
• Homework 
• Notebooks 
• Projects 
• Reports 
• Oral presentations 

 
 Unit 5 – The Road to Civil War, Chapter 15. 

 
Objectives: 
  
Students will: 

• Explain the concepts of compromise, sectionalism, 
and popular sovereignty 

• Identify the events and issues that led to increased 
sectional polarity in the mid-1800’s 

• Analyze the causes of the Civil War: sectionalism, 
slavery, state’s rights 

 


